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Experiencing the charms of
Izumi through the farm stay scheme
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Promoting lifelong learning & enhancing social education
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In order to build a learning environment where education is available
whenever, wherever, and to whoever wants it, we will work to have
createed diverse learning opportunities by strengthening our links with
affiliated groups and expanding our own organization. Our schools will
work hand-in-hand with the region to ensure sound, healthy education for

our young people.
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Enhancing early childhood education & p y
education

By creating close links between families and kindergartens, as well
as links between elementary schools and child nursery schoolswel-
fare, we are working to promote education tailored to individuals, as
well as emotional education. In compulsory education, we hope to
promote understanding of ethics and awareness of social norms,
emphasizing thoughtfulness and consideration in order to create
well-rounded individuals.
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ity activities

Supporting local residents’ associations as the closest and most
accessible form of organization, we work to revitalize such
organizations and their activities, conducting awareness-raising
activities to promote participation in local residents’ associations.
We also work to expand regionally managed facilities and
reestablish new community organizations, in order to support the
activities of the regional community.
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Building local autonomy, with a touch of history and culture through education
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We started doing farm stays in June 2010. These days, there’s someone in charge of farm
stays over in the Takaono district too. Nearly all the visitors are students coming on field trips
from outside Kagoshima prefecture, but we've had some kids from overseas too. We first
started doing it when someone from the city office suggested it to us, but now we're really
glad we tried it.

Since they’ve taken the trouble to come to Izumi, we want them to experience things they
can only experience here. We often do things together, like sowing seeds, planting seedlings,
harvesting vegetables, that sort of thing. They all enjoy riding on the tractor! Even kids who
don’t seem to have much interest in farming really start to enjoy it when they help out,
which is great to see.

The very first time we did it, | suppose the kids were pretty nervous, but we were nervous
too. And they’d just come from Singapore too! But they soon made friends with our daughter,
and we ended up having a lot of fun ourselves. The visits are just short—two days and one
night—but we have good memories of all the kids who’ve come to stay. We still get letters
and emails from some of them. There are photos of us with the kids all around the house, but
we'd always like to have more.

What we really want is for the kids who come here to be glad they came. That way, when
they go back home they remember the good things about Izumi, and maybe they’ll come
back to visit one day. Thinking about it like this, it does seem like a big responsibility.
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Promoting culture, sports, and recreation

We strive to promote art and culture by sponsoring cultural activities, maintaining and
expanding our artistic and cultural facilities, and creating an environment to preserve and
utilize the history and culture of Izumi. We also emphasize wellbeing through sports and
recreational activities, and we work to increase the level of competition and facilitate
inter-exchange by holding and attracting all kinds of sports tournaments.
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Promoting inter-regional and international exchange

As well as maintaining the high-speed transport network that facilitates the active flow of
people, goods, and information, we sponsor events utilizing our tourism resources and the
outstanding sites on our prefectural borders, in addition to maintaining exchange programs
with Izumi’s sister cities.
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