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Congratulatory Message

Video Message by Ms. Martha Rojas Urrego, Secretary-General of the Convention
of Wetlands to congratulate the designation of Izumi Wintering Habitat of Cranes as

Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance

| would like to congratulate the government of Japan and the people of Izumi City
and Kagoshima Prefecture for the designation of Izumi Wintering Habitat of Cranes as
a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention. This designation
comes at a very special moment as we celebrate the 50-year anniversary of the

Convention and the recent establishment of the United Nations’ World Wetlands Day.

As the name suggests, Izumi’s rice paddies and coastal wetlands are a critical
wintering site for endangered crane species, especially for the Hooded and White-
naped Cranes in East Asia. Every year, more than 10,000 migratory birds seek shelter
and sustenance in this seasonally flooded agricultural land — making it one of Japan’s

most important bird-watching sites, hosting close to half of all its wild bird species.

It is important to highlight that we enjoy Izumi’s majestic display of nature thanks to
unceasing efforts by the people of Izumi to protect and promote wise use of wetlands.
Since the 1950s, the local government and communities have worked closely together
to protect birds and maintain the traditional and attractive SATOYAMA landscape of
lzumi. Farmers have played an essential role to protecting these sites and the nature
they host: offering precious farmlands as wintering grounds for cranes. Other
community efforts include lzumi’s local crane count survey, which was started by local
junior high school students in 1960 and continues to this day, providing critical
conservation data. These local initiatives were complemented by the designation of

the lzumi-Takaono National Wildlife Protection Area.

So, today we celebrate your efforts and achievements. | hope today’s designation of
this site as a Wetland of International Importance will further contribute to protecting
and continuing to use wisely this beautiful wetland for wintering cranes and for the

people of lzumi and Japan. Thank you.
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